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C
ourse:  

Teacher: 
A

nchor Standard
B

enchm
ark (Inform

ational Text)
C

lassroom
 A

pplications of Standard/B
enchm

ark
1.  R

ead closely to determ
ine w

hat the text 
says explicitly and to m

ake logical 
inferences from

 it; cite specific textual 
evidence w

hen w
riting or speaking to 

support conclusions draw
n from

 the text.

C
ite strong and thorough textual 

evidence to support analysis of w
hat to 

the text says explicitly as w
ell as 

inferences draw
n from

 the text, 
including determ

ining w
here the text 

leaves m
atters uncertain.

R
elate cause/ effect

U
nprotected intercourse/STD

Fact/ O
pinion

Legalization of m
arijuana

2.  D
eterm

ine central ideas or them
es of a 

text and analyze their developm
ent; 

sum
m

arize the key supporting details and 
ideas.

D
eterm

ine tw
o or m

ore central ideas of a 
text and analyze their developm

ent over 
the course of the text, including how

 
they interact and build on one another to 
provide a com

plex analysis; provide an 
objective sum

m
ary of the text.

Fact Sheets:  O
n tobacco, alcohol, drugs, diseases, body system

s
C

onsequences to body:  O
n tobacco, alcohol, drugs, diseases


D

iscuss key supporting details
R

elevant / current events


R
ead as class and discuss


R

ead as group or individual:  report to class on key points

3.  A
nalyze how

 and w
hy individuals, 

events, and ideas develop and interact over 
the course of a text.

A
nalyze the im

pact of the author's 
choices regarding how

 to develop and 
relate elem

ents of the story or dram
a 

(e.g., w
here a story is set, how

 the action 
is ordered, how

 the characters are 
introduced, and developed).

N
o text used for this.

4.  Interpret w
ords and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including determ
ining 

technical, connotative, and figurative 
m

eanings, and analyze how
 specific w

ord 
choices shape m

eaning or tone.

D
eterm

ine the m
eaning of w

ords and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and 
technical m

eanings; analyze how
 an 

author uses and refines the m
eaning of a 

key term
 or term

s over the course of the 
text.  (e.g., how

 M
adison defines faction 

in Federalist N
o. 10)

R
ead term

s, definitions as used in context.
W

rite the w
ords using them

 correctly in context.
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5.  A
nalyze the structure of texts, including 

how
 specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other 
and the w

hole.

A
nalyze and evaluate the effectiveness 

of the structure an author uses in his or 
her exposition or argum

ent, including 
w

hether the structure m
akes points clear, 

convincing, and engaging.

Item
s m

ay assess recognition w
ith text


R

ead C
hapter (class, group or individual)

◦
Term

s
◦

H
eadings

◦
Pictures / graphs

◦
R

ead specific lesson

6.  A
ssess how

 point of view
 or purpose 

shapes the content and style of a  text.
D

eterm
ine an author's point of view

 or 
purpose in a text in w

hich the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how

 
style and content contribute to the 
pow

er, persuasiveness, or beauty of the 
text.

C
urrent event articles

O
pinion/editorials

8.  D
elineate and evaluate the argum

ent and 
specific claim

s in a text, including the 
validity of the reasoning as w

ell as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

D
elineate and evaluate the reasoning in 

sem
inal U

.S. Texts, including the 
application of constitutional principles 
and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U

S 
Suprem

e C
ourt m

ajority opinions and 
dissents) and the prem

ises, purposes, 
and argum

ents in w
orks of public 

advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, 
presidential address)

C
heck inform

ation given w
ith m

ultiple sources.  C
redible 

sources.

*Benchm
arks assessed at classroom

 level only are not included on this graphic organizer.


